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Budget targets low-income groups and disadvantaged communities 

“Low-paid worker will take same PRSI hit as high-paid banker” – O’Reilly 

Speaking today in the wake of Budget 2013, Dublin Council of Trade Unions President Michael 

O’Reilly said the package of measures announced yesterday targets low-income workers and 

disadvantaged communities. 

“From the abolition of the PRSI allowance to the cuts in funding for community programmes, there is 

a common thread running through Budget 2013. At a time of growing inequality, the burden of fiscal 

adjustment is again being imposed on those least able to bear it: low-income workers, social 

protection recipients and disadvantaged communities. 

“A low-paid worker will take the same PRSI hit as a high-paid banker.  She will get less Child Benefit, 

and when she goes home she will have fewer community services thanks to the cuts in funding to 

RAPID and community development programmes. She may have to pay the new property tax.  If, as 

a result of the continued shrinkage in domestic demand, she loses her job, she will lose three 

months of Unemployment Benefit.  And if she finds herself caring for a family member, her respite 

grant will be cut by nearly 20 per cent. 

“Meanwhile, those at the top of the income and wealth heap will emerge comparatively unscathed – 

and we will continue ploughing billions of Euro into Anglo. 

“There is a direct link between the €3.5 billion sucked out of the economy yesterday and the 

continuing scandal of the Anglo Irish promissory notes. Yesterday saw the sixth austerity budget in a 

row.  Community groups, NGOs and trade unions must join forces to ensure that we do not have a 

seventh austerity budget next December.    As a first step, the DCTU will be entering dialogue with 

trade unions and community groups to forge a campaign for suspension and renegotiation of the 

promissory notes – and to ensure that, in the first instance, we do not pay the €3.1 billion due next 

March”, Mr O’Reilly concluded. 
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