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Trade Union leaders support Anti-Austerity March on November 24th 

Speaking this morning, trade union leaders expressed support for the Anti-Austerity March planned 

for November 24th. Jack O’Connor (SIPTU), Jimmy Kelly (UNITE ), John Douglas (Mandate) and Eoin 

Ronayne (CPSU) were addressing a press conference hosted by the Dublin Council of Trade Unions, 

one of the organisers of the march. 

Outlining plans for the march, DCTU President Michael O’Reilly said: 

“Austerity has been an economic failure and a social catastrophe.  300,000 of our fellow citizens are 

unemployed, and many more are underemployed.  One million people are living in deprivation.  

Domestic demand has collapsed, and each week sees more businesses closing. Yet on December 5th 

the Government is set to introduce the sixth austerity budget since the onset of the crisis.  That is 

why, together with other civil society groups, the Dublin Council of Trade Unions is asking people to 

join us on November 24th and send a clear message to Government Buildings in advance of the 

Budget:  We need to stop trying to cut our way out of this crisis, and instead invest and grow our way 

out”. 

SIPTU President Jack O’Connor said: 

“The problem with our economy is not that wages or spending is too high. It is that consumer 

demand continues to fall through the floorboards precisely as a result of the pursuit of this 

nonsensical approach which reflects an on-going attempt to resolve the problems created by those at 

the top of society through crucifying people on middle and low incomes. The one-sided austerity 

agenda is not working. Indeed it cannot work”. 

UNITE Regional Secretary Jimmy Kelly said: 

“The Irish people know that austerity is not working.  They see it in their workplaces, on the dole 

queues, in their homes and communities, on the hospital wards and around the school classrooms. It 

is the Irish people who are being forced to pay for the crisis caused by bankers, bondholders and 

successive Governments. We need a broad-based campaign to demonstrate our anger over the 

socially destructive failure of austerity, and to demonstrate our support for solutions based on the 

needs of people.  UNITE will do everything possible to create a platform around which we can gather 

and force a change a direction.  November 24th will be a milestone along the way”. 



Mandate General Secretary John Douglas said:  

“The austerity policies as predicted are having a devastating impact on the Irish domestic economy 

which has shrunk by over 25% in the last three years.  Tens of thousands of workers in the domestic 

services’ sectors such as retail have paid the price for these policies with their jobs, their income and 

their homes.  To continue with these policies is madness and risks turning the Domestic Economy into 

an economic waste land.  More tax increases on low to average paid workers and more spending 

cuts will only make things worse.  The unemployment and immigration problem in Ireland is at crisis 

level.  The Government need to invest in a stimulus package in the domestic economy, remove the 

unsustainable banking debt from the State books and effectively and finally deal with personal debt, 

particularly mortgage indebtedness.  Only then will we see growth in consumer confidence and job 

creation”. 

CPSU General Secretary Eoin Ronayne called on all workers in the private and public sectors to 

support the march on November 24th: 

“There’s an important message to all workers from this morning’s media conference:  the evil of 

austerity unites all workers.  We must stand together and not apart.  The pain of low-paid public 

sector workers and low-paid private sector workers is the same.  It’s time for the Government to 

show respect for ordinary and to have the strength in this Budget to make those on higher earnings 

carry a greater share of the burden”, Mr. Ronayne said. 
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