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Time to Make our Voices Heard, Say Organisers of November 24th Anti-

Austerity March 

The groups organising the Anti-Austerity March on November 24th today (Monday, November 19th) 

held a joint press conference. 

Chairing the press conference, Tommy McKearney, speaking on behalf of the Campaign Against 

Household and Water Taxes, said: 

“The CAH&WT is urging all campaign members and supporters to take part in the national pre-

budget anti-austerity demonstration in Dublin on Saturday 24th November. With the OECD reporting 

Ireland’s unemployment rate as the fourth highest among developed countries and clear evidence of 

household incomes falling, December’s budget must not cause still more damage through further 

cut-backs. The CAH&WT message is straight-forward : The Coalition must be told loud and clear on 

24th November that it was not elected to impoverish the people”, Mr McKearney said. 

Speaking on behalf of the Communities Against Cuts campaign, Lynda Scully said: 

“This year’s budget will cut €1.7 billion from public expenditure.  If the last five budgets are anything 

to go by, this will be disproportionately targeted at the poorest and most disadvantaged 

communities, devastating the community sector by removing local services and jobs. If this is allowed 

to happen we will see closures throughout the country in youth services, child-care, elder care, 

training and education projects, local and community development and drugs projects. This march is 

for the people to stand up and let the government know the last five budgets have not worked, and 

nor will this one". 

John Bissett of the Spectacle of Defiance and Hope said: 

“On Saturday November 24th community groups from all over Dublin and beyond will be joining the 

Spectacle of Defiance and Hope to articulate their anger at the continuation of austerity measures 

which will be further exacerbated in the upcoming Budget”. 

Michael O’Reilly of the Dublin Council of Trade Unions said: 

“After five austerity budgets, 300,000 of our fellow citizens are unemployed and one million people 

are living in deprivation.  Yet on December 5th the Government is set to introduce the sixth austerity 

budget since the onset of the crisis.  That is why we are asking people to join us on November 24th 

and send a clear message to Government Buildings in advance of the Budget:  We need to change 

direction and start focussing on growth and investment rather than destructive cuts”. 

ENDS 

For further information contact: 



 

John Bissett (Spectacle of Defiance and Hope) 087-9889132 

David Connolly (Communities Against Cuts) 087-9073573 

Gregor Kerr (Campaign Against Household and Water Taxes) 086-1501151 

Alex Klemm (DCTU) 087-2606139 

 

The November 24th Anti-Austerity March will take place at 1 pm on Saturday, November 24th, 

starting from Parnell Square 

 

 

 

 


